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companied Gen. Arthur Phillip at the founding of the
colony in 1788.
Orange growers in Australia early introduced the Bahia
Navel direct from Brazil. One writer in 1858 states
that Navel oranges were for sale in Australian markets,
and that they brought a much higher price than other
varieties. I have been unable to discover the exact date
of introduction, but oranges were exported in considerable
amounts from New South Wales in 1860, and it is perhaps
safe to assume that at least a part of these were Bahias,
since a writer in the Victorian Farmer's Journal in 1862
states that on account of the high prices received, the
"Bahia Navel" was largely grown. From these state-
ments it would seem that the date of the introduction of
the Navel into Australia should be given as not later than
1850. Australian writers are not unanimous in praise of
the Navel and this indicates that both the true and the
false form existed there as early as 1860. We may con-
clude, therefore, that this orange was grown commercially
and was marketed under the name of Bahia or Navel
orange as early as 1860.
S. B. Parsons, a nurseryman of Flushing, Long Island,
owned a small nursery at Blue Spring, Florida. Wishing
to secure this Bahia Navel for propagation and sale, he
ordered trees in 1868 from Thomas Rivers, a large nurs-
eryman of Sawbridgeworth, England, who had received
his stock from the Azores, to which place they were said
to have been brought from Brazil. (In all probability
they were not.) This orange proved not to be the Bahia
Navel, and has since been known as the Parsons Navel.
Thomas Rivers also sold some of the same lot of trees to